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o “Sebentp-fibe pears” — 

the story of A 

Trinity Memorial Church 
kormerly l 

Holy Trinity Memorial Chapel 


1875-1950 


Mıs. Anna BH. Wilstach 


1814-1892 


We Commemorate 


Deventy-five years of corporate life ... Seventy-five years of 
membership in the world-wide Christian Family ... Seventy-five years 
that have profoundly affected the lives of all those who hayé come wnder 
the influence of Trinity Memorial. 

This Anniversary Year should bring to us proof of God’s Providence. 
Proof that He provides just what you and I need in our daily lives. We may 
not always recognize His method of providing for us. In fact, many times 
we may not appreciate it. Yet, God has His Own Way of working out our 
seemingly unfathomable problems ... and in the final analysis, His Way 
is best. 

We must realize, in this Commemorative Year, that the great message of . 
the Church is, “Come unto Me”, and that this is an invitation to accept 
His Great Providence. The closer we come to the acceptance of this in- 
vitation, the more personal our touch with the Holy Spirit. Only then will 
we be able to realize the true meaning of “living”. 

Knowing how to live then .. . we may live fearlessly. And though a sad, 
unhappy world may confuse us at times, it cannot confuse us long, for God 
once so loved the world, that He sent His Only Son to lead it to a brighter 
future .. a future we all may share. 

So then, 


Grow old along with me. 
The best is yet to be. 
The last of Life 
For which the first was made. 
Youth knows but all 
See all, trust God, 
Nor be afraid. 


The Story i 


Prestled among the surroundings of a busy city 
intersection, is a church, the kind of church you never forget. 

Almost obscure to the casual passer-by, it presents no imposing or awe- 
inspiring picture; yet, once within its walls, you are reminded that a 
Mission, begun almost two thousand years ago, is not forgotten, and that 
a fire, kiridled amid the depths of despair so long ago, still burns brightl 
in a world torn by wars and the complete disregard for human rights. For, 
within its walls is a welcome to all men, regardless of race, color or creed. 

And as the service ends on a bright spring day, you'd almost expect to 
walk out into a country churchyard, where the lilacs bloom ... or look 
across a valley tinged with fresh new leaves. In the fall you’d expect to find 
a blazing panorama of colors on the distant hillside, while the aroma of 
burning leaves heralds the approaching winter. And you'd feel at peace. 
With a continued Faith in God ... a renewed Faith in your fellowman. 

It's that kind of a church . . . a country church in the city. Trinity Memorial 
Church, 22nd and Spruce, Philadelphia, Pa. 

This is the story of Trinity Memorial. A story begun seventy-five years 
ago. Not old, as churches go, but a story based on love and devotion, 
sacrifice and generosity that have been the activating forces in its con- 
tinuous Spiritual growth. 

Trinity Memorial began as a Chapel in 1863. Actually its beginnings can 
be traced back to 1858, when it was known as Cranmer Chapel, located 
at 22nd and Locust Sts. 

Rev. Archibald Beatty founded Cranmer Chapel, and soon after, in 1863, 
the name was changed to Holy Trinity Chapel. The then Mother Church, 
The Church of the Holy Trinity, Rittenhouse Sq., though always open to 
all commers, was nevertheless restricted by subscribed pews. To overcome 
this and create a more friendly atmosphere, it was suggested that the chapel 
be founded and operated without pew restrictions. 

It is a notable fact that on this, its seventy-fifth anniversary, the friendly 


atmosphere desired, and for which it was founded, is still one of the out- 
standing characteristics of Trinity Memorial Church. 

The Chapel struggled along for a decade and in 1873, through gifts of 
Mrs. Wilstach, Mr. Coffin and Mr. Bohlen, the Chapel was afforded the 
means for a healthy expansion. In her will dated July 31, 1873, Mrs. 
Wilstach directed her “executors to appropriate to the purchase of a lot of 
ground and to build thereon a Protestant Episcopal Church as a Memorial 
to my daughter, Anna Gertrude Wilstach ... as elegant as the funds 
appropriated will, with careful management, allow.” 

The reader might find interesting some notes on this “lot of ground” 
purchased for the church. Almost a century before, in 1781, the lot of ground 
was owned by the Commonwealth, and sold at public auction, thus passing 
it to private ownership for the first time, when a Charles Risk, a “Phila- 
delphia Merchant”, made the successful bid. In the deed issued at that 
time, it describes the boundries as, “bounded on the North with Spruce St., 
West with Schuykill Water St. (now 23rd), South with ground laid out for 
the Free Society of Traders and East with Schuylkill Front St. (now 22nd). 
This deed also carries with it a requirement that, “Yielding and paying into 
Treasury of said Commonwealth on 9/1 of every year hereafter one Acorn 
if same shall be demanded”. As far as it is possible to determine, this yearly 
tribute stipulation has never been revoked. 

The property passed in succession to heirs down to the year 1838, when 
one Rebecca Bond Moore willed the property to her sisters, Sarah and 
Mary. It then left the direct heirs of Charles Risk in 1847, when it was sold 
to Thomas S. Stewart, who sold the lot to Lemuel Coffin and Joseph B. 
Altemus, who, in turn, sold the portion on which the Church now stands 
to, “The Rector, Church Wardens and Vestryment of the Church of the 
Holy Trinity, Rittenhouse Sq., Philadelphia”, in the year 1874. 

Mrs. Wilstach’s daughter, Anna Gertrude Wilstach, was a person of 
“noble character and great promise”. This lovely young lady was confirmed 
in the Church of the Holy Trinity in 1873 and soon thereafter passed on to 
her Heavenly reward. Her mother subsequently offered this tribute to 


her memory. 
It is singular that, shortly before Mrs. Wilstach’s death, a gentleman 


walked up to her after service one morning and remarked: “But for this 
Chapel, I would be a hopeless drunkard”. She turned to Miss Mary Wright 
and said: “If all the money that went into the founding of this Chapel has 
done nothing else but this, it was worth giving”. 

Although the bequest was made in her will, Mrs. Wilstach desired that 
“there may be as little delay as possible in the erection of said church”. 
And it was without a doubt the crowning achievement of her life, when, on 
All Saint’s Day, 1875, she was permitted to realize the consecration of the 
present Church Building at 22nd and Spruce, made possible largely through 
her generosity. 

Noted in the yearbook for 1876 is this description of the consecration: 
“The Consecration Service of the Holy Trinity Memorial Buildings,” at 
Twenty-second and Spruce Streets, took place on Monday, November 1, 
1875, All Saint’s Day, at 11:00 o’clock in the morning, the Rt. Rev. Bishop 
Stevens officiating. The Bishop was assisted in the services by the Rector 
of the Church and the Minister of the Chapel (Robert A. Edwards, D.D.) 
and several other clergymen. The instrument of endowment, signed by the 
Rector, Church Wardens and Vestrymen of the Church of the Holy Trinity, 
was presented and read by the Chairman of the Building Committee. The: 
sermon was preached by the Rt. Rev. Thomas A. Jaggar, D.D., Bishop of 
the Diocese of Southern Ohio, during whose Rectorship of the Church of 
the Holy Trinity the erection of these buildings was begun. It seemed 
appropriate that the buildings erected as memorials of two devoted servants 
of God (The Chapel itself as a memorial to Miss Wilstach. The Sunday 
School building adjoining in memory of John Bohlen) should be consecrated 
to His worship and service on the feast of All Saints.” Incidentally, this 
quotation does not clearly indicate that the School Building was erected 
with funds given by Mr. Bohlen’s sister and a close friend. 

In a codicil dated 1880, Mrs. Wilstach’s trustees were directed “to ap- 
propriate as an endowment fund ... the interest thereof to be expended 
for the benefit and use of said Memorial Chapel”. And in 1890 an additional 
gift was made “to the Sunday School of the Holy Trinity Memorial to 
increase their efficiency”. These funds are still intact and they continue to 
give substantial support to the Church. 


It was on February 26, 1892, at 11:00 A.M. that Mrs. Anna Wilstach 
passed on to her reward ... the climax of a life already well rewarded 
here on earth by the realization that she had made possible a place where 
all men could come to worship. 

Paralleling the construction on the Church, the Sunday School building 
was erected as a Memorial to Mr. John Bohlen, “the late Rector’s Warden, 
and will be erected by his sister and his attached friend and co-worker of 
many years in the Church (Mr. Lemuel Coffin)“. This building, though 
adjacent to the Church, was nevertheless an entirely separate structure, 
intended as a center of Sunday School and other Church activities. 

Under able leadership, the Chapel progressed and added many improve- 
ments. In 1895 two adjoining buildings were added to the holdings of the 
Chapel. One of these buildings to be used as a Guild House, the other as 
the Vicarage for Rev. Robert A. Mayo. 

Nineteen hundred and seven saw the installation of a new organ and on 
Easter Day of that year, the seven oil paintings of the “Angels” were un- 
veiled on the rear chancel wall. A gift of Mr. Colin Deans, they were only 
one of his many generous contributions during his long association with 
the Chapel. 

The Guild House and Vicarage were remodeled into one building in 1913 
and in 1917 the adjoining house at 2220 was purchased as a Vicarage. 
Finally in 1922, extensive renovations changed the interior of the Chapel to 
conform more closely to the present concept of church interiors. 

About that time (1923), our present Rector, The Rev. B. Janney 
Rudderow, was appointed Vicar. Two years later, it was his privilege to 
celebrate the fiftieth anniversary of the consecration of the present Church 
Building. On this occasion he wrote: “It takes no prophetic gift to see that 
this Chapel, as every other church, must face in the future, tasks, greater 
than those so far known. No matter what the conditions under which it 
exists, its watchword must be ‘Service’. It must be service in the highest 
sense and ‘upon the best and surest foundations’ ”. 

It is an undeniable fact that the Church has lived up to this creed of 
service. Spiritually as well as physically, it has ministered to those in need, 
and without reserve. Activities of educational value include The Forum, 


to which prominent speakers are invited to discuss important and timely 
subjects. During the winter months, bazaars and social gatherings keep the 
younger members active and interested in church functions. In the summer, 
Boy Scout and camp activities are constantly alert to guide the youngsters 
in their play and devotions. 

“Service” in Trinity Memorial has often carried its activities “beyond 
the call of duty”. 1927 was a notable example of this willingness to help 
one’s fellow man, when Mr. Rudderow offered the use of the School Building 
Auditorium to a little French Church that had been caught in financial 
reverses. 

The Church of Saint Sauveur, at 22nd and Delancey, was founded in 1867 
by The Rev. Ernest Miel. For sixty years, it served the French inhabitants 
of this section as well as many of other nationalities who enjoyed attending 
French services. When it lost both its Pastor and place of worship, Trinity 
Memorial Chapel offered its hospitality and the little Church responded by 
electing Rev. B. Janney Rudderow its Rector. Within a short time, Rev. 
M. J. Brun, S.T.D. became Pastor of the French Church and it continued 
to share the use of the School Building and Guild House until extensive 
alterations were begun in 1947. 

Today, anyone may attend French services in the Church on any Sunday 
afternoon at half past four, during the winter season. This unique sharing 
of church and guild house privileges, by a foreign and American congre- 
gation, was the first in the history of the Diocese of Pennsylvania. 

During this period of extensive growth, the Chapel was under the guidance 
of the then Mother Church. However, Mrs. Wilstach was almost prophetic 
in her will, which declares: “. . . unless, the Chapel shall at some future time 
become an independent church”. 

This status of a full-fledged church was realized 73 years later, when, on 
All Saint’s Day, 1948, Holy Trinity Memorial Chapel was given full recog- 
nition as a church and became Trinity Memorial Church. A curi®us co- 
incidence was the granting of the Charter by the Diocesan Convention in 
May, 1948 and the recording of the deed on All Saint’s Day of that year, 
exactly 73 years to the day from the date of consecration of the present 
Church Building. 


Following several months of deliberation, the Chapel Committee passed 
a resolution to sell the Guild House and Vicarage on Spruce St. This 
proposal was carried out in May of 1947 and the beginning of 1948 saw 
many radical changes in the property. 

In the Spring of 48, a Sexton’s House was bought at 2510 Pine St. for 
Mr. Ehmann, who has given over thirty-five years of unselfish service to 
the Parish. After the sale of the Guild House, considerable changes were 
made in the Sunday School building to permit its use as a center for Church 
activities. The Church organ was completely rebuilt during these alterations, 
and several new stops now offer a wide range of registration possibilities. 

This work was carried on under the able direction of Mr. Briton Martin as 
architect and Mrs. Beth Cobley as decorator. They were also responsible for 
the renovations in the Rectory at 2112 Delancey St.,purchased August,1948. 


It was in March, 1948 that our Rector, Rev. B. Janney Rudderow cel- 


ebrated his twenty-fifth anniversary as Vicar of the Chapel . . . titles, soon 
to become memories, when he became Rector of the Church. The following 
January, Bishop Hart spoke at the first annual dinner of the new Church. 
Another year was to pass and the Church would be celebrating a diamond 
jubilee. 

1950... and seventy-five years of service will have passed into eternity 
. . . seventy-five years of ups and downs, of joys and sorrows, successes and 
failures ... yet, nevertheless, seventy-five years of a Crusade, begun two 
thousand years ago ... sponsored in memory of a little girl, who, though 
she lived only a few sho.t years on this earth, in death, wielded an influence 
for good far more reaching than many who live out a normal life span. 

Midway in the century, the Church looks toward the future with Faith 
... a Faith that will build a better world in which to live. To do this, we 
must ever look forward, and in the words of our Rector, “The Church, then, 
must look beyond its own limits and its own parochial work to find its 
responsibility. It must feel that Christ’s Kingdom is its field of service; it 
must think not the thoughts of men, but after Him, the thoughts of God; 
it must speak the Word of the Living Truth; it must answer the call of a 
world sin-sick and weary for the Reign of Christ. If this be done, it will 
justify its life. And nothing short of this will do”. 


Our Parson 


Che Vicars 1858-1948 
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Rev. Robert A. Edwards, D.). 
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Rev. Robert A. Mayo asr ee 
Rev: R. Marshall Harrison, D : e 


Rey. H. C. Stone 
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The Rector 


Rey. B. Janney Rudder r e c e asror 


1858-1863 
1863-1868 
1868-1870 
1871-1873 
1874-1878 
1879-1890 
1890-1901 
1901-1909 
1910-1916 
1916-1923 


1923-1948 


The Servites 


Every Sunday 


First Sunday 


Every Thursday ` 


Every Sunday 


© Woman’s Auxiliary 


Junior Woman’s Auxiliary 
Junior Choir 
Young People’s Fellowship 


Holy Commun ion 
Holy Communion. .... . 
Morning Prayer 
Every Sunday except first 

Holy Commun ion 


French Ser ves o a 


Sunday School = e s orsa 


The Grganizations 


Parish Council 
Boy Scouts 
Girl Scouts 
The Forum 


